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COVERING ALL KIDS





Date:  Thursday, April 1, 2010
Time:  11:30 AM

Location:  Arkansas Studies Institute, 401 President Clinton Ave., Little Rock, AR 72201
Attendees:  Tamara Baker, Ann Beter, Aimee Berry, Cambre Horne Brooks, Shana Chaplin, Retha Curtis, Rebekah Dixon, Elaine Dupree, Gene Gessow, Linda Greer, Kathy Grisham, Nancy Holder, Laura Kellams, Mary Lewis, Janice Lusk, Suzanne McCarthy, Laura McDowell, Errin McRae, Lisa Miller, Lynn Mouden, Sheena Olsen, Bo Ryall, Rosi Smith, Peggy Starling, Marilyn Strickland, Mike Vogler, Lisa Weaver, Lorie Williams, Bob Young, Dawn Zekis 
I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Arkansas Medicaid Update, Thoughts on Kids/Family Services, Q&A – Gene Gessow, Director of DHS Division of Medical Services
Gene Gessow was the guest speaker at our Finish Line Coalition.  Mr. Gessow made several observations about Health Reform and Medicaid:
· Health Care Reform will bring an onslaught of changes in the time to come.  In Medicaid’s new provisions, quality plays a large part.  Significant changes within the health care system include the 133% FPL for newly eligible adults to qualify for Medicaid is the lowest qualifier income for parents/singles ever. 
· Arkansas will continue with our agenda as previously outlined.  We recognize that there must be systematic changes in order to increase cost efficenciency.  Medicaid costs aren’t out of control…rather our revenue does not maintain at the level of program growth.   Health Care reform has an overall positive impact on Arkansas finically because we stand to receive Billions in federal matching funds.  
· We have to cover the cost of children and adults as well as change perception about what we mean by long term care.  
· Where you live in Arkansas should not affect your services.  
· Long term strategy for the office of Medicaid is to create ideas, new environments, and sustainable, clear, and obvious kinds of practice.
· Optimistic about CHIPRA tools, especially removing enrollment barriers for families through more streamlined enrollment procedures and increased education on how to utilize ARKids services and preventative measures.  
· On April 14th, there will be a Medicaid Stakeholders Meeting held at DHS.  
Bob Young asked whether investments in education/outreach to families about how best to use the Medicaid system are on the table, to help them manage their health and make the best use of the system (e.g. outreach, health literacy, etc).  Mr. Gessow acknowledged the argument and need to educate consumers. He also said he didn’t think the case for those investments had been made as strongly as it could be.  

Elisabeth Burak asked how can Finish Line Coalition and similar groups help Medicaid move forward?  Mr. Gessow emphasized that we have to be at the table and not trusting someone else to speak for us.  Also, listen and engage policy makers.  
III. The FINAL Health Reform Package – Elisabeth Burak, Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families
AACF has release the final version of our health care analysis, highlighting specifically what is in the bill that is positive for children and families.  Over the next few weeks and months as the bill is being reviewed and we learn more about how it will be implemented in 2014, Advocates encourages everyone to speak positively about the bill and remind others of some of the reforms that are to begin as early as this year:
· Young adults will be allowed to stay on their parent's policies until they are 26 (effective after September 23, 2010).
· Insurance companies will no longer be able to impose lifetime limits or restrictive annual limits, nor can they drop coverage when someone becomes sick (effective after September 23, 2010).
· Children with insurance no longer can be denied coverage for a pre-existing condition (effective after September 23, 2010). The same will apply to adults in 2014 once Exchanges are operational.
· New plans must provide free preventive services to enrollees (effective after September 23, 2010).
· Effective immediately states will be required to "hold steady" when it comes to providing Medicaid and CHIP coverage -- they must at least maintain the coverage that they have in place now and no longer can add new red-tape barriers that make it harder for families to sign up for coverage.
· Until Exchanges are operational in 2014, a high-risk pool will cover qualified uninsured adults with pre-existing conditions. 
Visit our Child Health page for more analysis and overviews and watch AACF's ARVoices blog and web site for updates as more details and regulations emerge. 
IV. Updates
a. Finish Line Forums
The project sites held annual Finish Line forums across the state during the months of February – April.  The purpose of these forums was to educate and inform others about ARKids First.  
V. Next Steps and Adjourn

Next Meeting:  Thursday, June 3, 2010 at 1 PM at Arkansas Studies Institute at 401 President Clinton Ave., Little Rock, AR 72201
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