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letteR fRom the executive DiRectoR
The past year at Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families has been one of expansion and innovation. 
Improved access to early childhood education has always been something that we’ve worked toward at AACF. 
This year we expanded our education work to two important issues that affect our children: improving grade-
level reading for children in the early grades and ensuring equitable opportunities to learn for all students. 

AACF worked closely with the Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation to launch the Arkansas 
Campaign for Grade-Level reading, a statewide effort to make sure kids are reading at grade level 
by the end of third grade. We’ve also partnered with the Arkansas Opportunity to Learn Campaign 
to make sure all kids have an equal opportunity to learn. We look forward to continuing this work 
in 2013 to make sure all Arkansas children have an equal opportunity to learn and succeed. 

The way we communicate about our work is also evolving. In November, we launched an 
incredibly successful social media campaign around our work to extend Medicaid to those who 
qualify under the new health law. By using new media tools, we were able to start a conversation 
about an issue of vital importance to the state of Arkansas. A new e-advocacy email system also allows us to 
target audiences around the state, encouraging them to take action by calling and writing their legislators. 

As AACF turns 35, I am constantly reminded how we could not do this work without the help of our volunteers, 
board members, and donors. This year we held five different events honoring our 35th anniversary in Little 
Rock, Fayetteville, and Rogers, raising over $25,000. In addition, over 50 people joined our Champion of 
Children giving circle by making a significant investment in our work ($1,000 or more).  We could not be more 
thankful for everyone’s help and support and we look forward to building on the relationships we’ve made.
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ensuring health care coverage
In 2012, ensuring entire families have access to health coverage through the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was a 
primary focus. We continue to see reductions in the number of uninsured children: 2011 data shows that just six 
percent of children are uninsured today, down from 9.4 percent in 2008. However, one in four adults remains 
uninsured in Arkansas. Our brief “Strengthening Medicaid Helps Families” demonstrated that the best way to 
ensure children get the coverage and care they need is by making sure parents can access affordable coverage. 

A shortfall in Arkansas’s Medicaid budget made for a tense year with potential cuts to 
Medicaid being discussed. However, the state’s Payment Improvement Initiative and 
other efforts to reduce health care costs in the long run have helped bend the cost 
curve to reduce the shortfall significantly. We continue to share with legislators and 
advocates the story of Medicaid’s positive impact on Arkansas – the benefits to our state 
budget, our local communities and hospitals, and, most importantly, our neighbors. 
Our “Medicaid Toolkit” included a short animated film, county-level fact sheets, and 
infographics that demonstrate why Medicaid is important to the state. This toolkit has been recognized by 
our national partners and advocates across the country and is part of ongoing efforts to strengthen Medicaid 
and cover more children and families.

Kicking-off the Grade level 
Reading campaign
In early September, we joined with our 
campaign partner, the Winthrop Rockefeller 
Foundation, to begin the Grade Level Reading 
Campaign. The goal of the campaign is that all 
Arkansas children read at grade level by the end 
of the third grade by 2020. The campaign has 
identified four areas that will enable Arkansas 
to impact grade level reading: school readiness, 

summer learning loss, chronic absence, and 
parent and community engagement. Along with the campaign director, we conducted a series of presentations 
to education and civic groups. We also provided data on school performance for communities seeking grants 
for grade level reading programs. We gave a demonstration via webinar on how communities can use data 
to assess their grade level reading needs. During the year we completed initial Arkansas research on chronic 
absence (students who miss more than ten percent of the school year for any reason).

Rich  huddleston and Jerri Derlikowski attend the GlR Action 
summit.
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providing an equal opportunity to learn
The first annual Opportunity to Learn Summit in November brought 
together nonprofits, public officials, school personnel, and interested 
community activists to learn how to work together to ensure that the 
educational needs of each student are met. We partnered with the Arkansas 
Public Policy Panel who hosted the Summit. Our report on racial disparities 
in Arkansas school will serve as a catalyst for upcoming efforts to raise 
awareness for both Arkansas school officials and the general public. It will 
also serve as the impetus for initial legislation and further study to reduce 
discipline disparity in the state’s school districts. During the past year, 
AACF also: published a report on the need for an Arkansas Student Bill 
of Rights; worked to ensure that NSLA funding be used more effectively 
to meet the achievement needs of the lowest-income students for whom 
it was designed; published a “Citizen’s Guide to Arkansas Public School 
Financing;” and worked to protect Pre-K funding.

stopping child hunger
In the fall of 2010, the No Kid Hungry Arkansas Campaign launched 
with the goal of ending childhood hunger. At that time, Arkansas ranked 
first in the nation with the highest percentage of children who are food-
insecure. The Campaign is a partnership among the Office of Governor 
Mike Beebe, the Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance, and Share our Strength 
(SOS). Increasing access to federal nutrition programs during the summer 
months was one of the priorities of the Campaign along with increasing 
participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
We were asked to evaluate both of these projects and provided an in-depth 
analysis of the efforts made throughout the state.

protecting Kids, helping Relatives
Relatives of children in the foster care system can play an important role. However, 
it can be a scary and confusing time for the child, the parents, and the relatives. 
To help relatives navigate the Arkansas foster care system AACF co-authored “A 
Relative’s Guide to the Arkansas Child Welfare System” with the DHS Division 
of Children and Family Services, the Administrative Office of the Courts Juvenile 
Division, and Arkansas Voices for the Children Left Behind. This guide explains 
what happens and how a relative can be involved.

making connections
The outreach team worked around the state to engage Arkansans in our policy work and make sure the Kids 
Count Coalition continued its quest to be “the collective force shaping public policy for children and families 
in Arkansas.” We traveled the state conducting local policy café events, advocacy trainings, and the Pre-
legislative conferences in central and northwest Arkansas. We met with hundreds of advocates across the state 
to help people understand how our economic future is tied to the investments we make now. Understanding 
the state’s tax and budget process gives advocates an advantage when talking with their lawmakers.

We also developed our first evening Advocacy Academy in an effort to engage new advocates that are not able 
to come to daytime events. We designed and delivered customized Advocacy Academies for a wide range of 
groups including the Arkansas Coalition of Excellence, Voices of Children Left Behind, DIVAS, Inc., and 
Junior League of Little Rock. We had the unique opportunity to host two events in conjunction with the 
University of Arkansas’s One Book One Community series.  

brett Kincaid speaks to a packed house at a policy 
cafe in little Rock.

Geania Dickey and Dr. Gary  Wheeler, our 2012 friend 
of children honorees. 



Reforming the Juvenile Justice system
AACF continued its focus on developing public support for juvenile justice reform. AACF is promoting 
new policies that increase the use of proven-effective, community-based services that halt the use of secure 
confinement in treating non-violent, low-and moderate-risk youth who come in contact with the court. 
Relying on national research which indicates that locking-up these youth is unnecessary, ineffective, and 
very costly, AACF staff are working with judges, service providers, and community leaders to adopt a more 
humane and successful method of addressing the problems that brought these youth before the court. Town-
hall style community meetings were held in Pine Bluff, Arkadelphia, and Magnolia, Arkansas where juvenile 
justice stakeholders and community leaders discussed the current state of juvenile services in their community 
and the need for more service options for judges. AACF staff chaired the DYS Strategic Plan Oversight 
Committee to help guide the state’s efforts to integrate the latest research into the current plan for reforms.

finding solutions for substance Abuse
AACF completed its partnership in the Closing the Addiction Treatment Gap (CATG) project with a final 
“Addiction Treatment and Long-Term Recovery in Arkansas: Just Say Yes!” follow-up report. It documented 
the $1.15 billion drain on state expenditures related to substance abuse, particularly in the criminal and 
juvenile justice system. The report also documented Arkansas’s successful launch of a promising Access to 
Recovery initiative that was filling a major void in the recovery services critical to long-term success for those 
completing treatment. The CATG project was successful in obtaining $5 million for treatment of Medicaid-
eligible substance abuse youth and adults, improved accountability and outcome measures for treatment 
providers, and a preliminary assessment of existing adult drug court practices.

total Revenue & support .............................................................................................................................................. 1,375,313
total expenses ................................................................................................................................................................... 1,333,923
increase in unrestricted net Assets ................................................................................................................................ 41,390
Decrease in temporarily Restricted net Assets  .......................................................................................................(90,360)
change in net Assets ..........................................................................................................................................................(48,970)
net Assets, beginning of Year ..........................................................................................................................................928,762
net Assets, end of Year .......................................................................................................................................................879,792
for the Year ended December 31, 2012

from audited financials prepared by thomas and thomas llp
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moving families forward  
in northwest Arkansas
The rise in child poverty in Northwest Arkansas 
continues to outpace growth at the state level, 
underscoring the increasing importance of 
providing a voice for children in a region of 
the state with growing political clout. In 2012, 
AACF’s Northwest Arkansas office released 
the report “Critical Generation: Improving 
the Lives of Children of Immigrants in Arkansas.” The report called for policy changes that can make a 
difference for these mostly citizen children, including better access to Pre-K programs, ARKids First health 
insurance, and a state-level DREAM Act to allow all Arkansas high school graduates equal access to a college 
education. We continued to increase our outreach to the Northwest Arkansas community with advocacy 
trainings, policy and legislative briefings as well as three 35th anniversary parties that helped raise money to 
sustain the work of the Northwest Arkansas office. The office in Springdale has been open since 2008.
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hershey and  Denise Garner along with laura and Kyle Kellams at nWA soup sunday.
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barbara miles and hank bates
patricia and Jim miles

Kelly and eddie ochoa
pam and David parks
liz Rainwater
chad Rodgers and eric mcDaniel
Amy Rossi and Joe bryan
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the mission 
of Arkansas 

Advocates for 
children and 
families is to 

ensure that all 
children and 
their families 

have the 
resources and 
opportunities 

to lead healthy 
and productive 

lives and to 
realize their full 

potential.
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