
A Timeline of Pre-K Advocacy in Arkansas
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Arkansas Better 
Chance public pre-K 

program formed
AACF organizes early 

education community

Gov. Huckabee proposes 
66% pre-K cut; advocates 

flood Capitol in protest. 
Legislature passes beer tax 

to prevent cut.
Pre-K Now/Pew 
gives AACF first 
advocacy grant

Invest Early Coali-
tion launches public 

pre-K campaign Legislators respond to 
education equity lawsuit and 

public pre-K support with 
$100M pre-K plan; starting 

with a $40M increase

Legislators reauthorize 
beer tax, add $20M to ABC

Legislators OK 
$40M ABC Increase

Arkansas maintains 
$110M program 

through recession while 
other states cut pre-K

Legisature approves a 
one-time $3M increase

Ongoing $3M increase 
approved, along with a 
$4.3M state grant that 

districts can use for pre-K


