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In absolute numbers, it is White households with children that make up the the largest
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Notes about the data:

Due to data collection methods for the new Household Pulse Survey, it
is difficult to get reliable numbers, particularly on the ethnic and racial
disparities in Arkansas. Some data on race and ethnicity are excluded
from the graph entirely because of small sample sizes. Granular data
regarding particular communities, such as Arkansas's Marshallese
families, just aren’t available.

This is not an issue unique to the pandemic. Many federal and state
programs in Arkansas do a poor job of tracking all children by race. We
must do better tracking all racial and ethnic groups to ensure we have
information that tells the full story of children from Black, Indigenous,
and other People of Color (BIPOC) communities.

Because the Household Pulse Survey is intended to provide timely
information, no in-person outreach or direct mail was used to solicit
responses — only emails and texts. The U.S. Census Bureau
acknowledged this would lead to lower response rates .

Arkansas households not responding to Pulse Surveys
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Direct payments to families

Despite the surge in cases, hospitalizations and deaths in the summer of
2021, which could compromise the economic rebound, there is reason to
believe the numbers of families with children who are experiencing
hunger will begin to decline at a faster rate. In July, checks from the
expanded Child Tax Credit (CTC) payments included in the American
Rescue Plan began going out to millions of households across the country.
In Arkansas, more than 660,000 children stand to benefit.
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However, not all households with children who should receive a payment have yet.
That's likely because the IRS does not have the information necessary for many
families with lower incomes, who would not have previously qualified for the CTC, but

who do this year due to changes included in the American Rescue Plan.

State leaders must become more proactive in connecting families with resources,
especially as we continue to struggle through the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Source: https://www jec.senate.gov/public/_cacheffiles/eecla4la-e362-453c-
bcl1-d49c9af2cb8a/cte-fiscal-impact-final-2021-07-30. pdf
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