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? The 9.8% child population 
increase lags behind the 
total population increase  
(13.7%). 

 
? The Hispanic child popula-

tion has increased signifi-
cantly (330%). 

 
? Arkansas is aging, as the 

percentage of children is 
decreasing (from 26.4% to 
25.4%). 

 
? The state’s larger counties 

have more racially diverse 
populations. 
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released data from the 2000 Census. The 
Census reported the number of people over age 

18 and the total population by race  
and Hispanic origin.  

 
The most significant change in the recent 

Census is the change of minimum racial catego-
ries from four to five, with 57 additional racial 

combinations. The increase of racial groups in 
2000 is due to the division of the previous 

“Asian and Pacific Islander” category into two 
distinct categories —  “Asian” and “Native Ha-

waiian and other Pacific Islander.” People could 
also choose a sixth category, “Some Other 

Race,” if the specific categories did not describe 
them appropriately.    

 
In the 2000 Census, people were allowed to 

choose as many combinations as possible of 
the six racial groups to describe their race. 
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Growth in Child Population 
The number of children in Arkansas increased from 
621,131 in 1990 to 680,369 in 2000.  
 
This 9.5 percent increase lags behind the 13.7 per-
cent growth recorded by the whole Arkansas popula-
tion. This shows the state is aging —  Arkansas’ me-
dian age was 33.8 in 1990 and 36 in 2001.  
 
Compared to 1990, the number of children de-
creased in 32 counties, and increased in 43. The 
child population in Benton County increased by 
16,637 (69%), ranking it 1st in percentage and actual 
number growth. Washington County’s child popula-
tion increased by 11,452 (41%), ranking it 2nd in 
child population growth. Most of the counties with in-
creases are in the northern and western parts of the 
state. 

Growth 

No growth 

In 1990, children constituted 26.4 percent of the 
population.  A decade later, they make up 25.4 per-
cent of the population.  
 
Of Arkansas’ 75 counties, 61 recorded a decrease 
in the share of its population comprised by children. 
The counties with the greatest decrease in child 
proportion of the population are St. Francis, Lee 
and Chicot.  
 
In 10 counties, children have increased their per-
centage in the population. Benton and Sevier coun-
ties recorded the highest increase at 2 percent. 

County 1990 2000 

St. Francis 33% 28% 

Largest Decreases  
in Children’s Share of the Population 

Lee 34% 26% 

Chicot 32% 28% 

Children’s Share of the Whole Population 

< 25.4% 

> 25.4% 
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Although Arkansas is not known as a diverse state, its 
population of people of color and Hispanic ethnicity has 

increased. In spite of this change, 97.9 percent of Arkan-
sans are of one race; 1.9 percent are of two races; and 
the remaining 0.2 percent are of more than two races, 

according to the 2000 Census. 
 

While both ethnicity and race are socially defined, the 
Census views both as different measures because peo-
ple of various races can claim Hispanic origin. “Hispanic 
ethnicity” refers to the Spanish culture —  language, cui-

sine and tradition —  while “race” is based on physical 
attributes, such as skin color and facial features. 

Child Population by Race

136,410

3,955

4,273

140,943

5,318

5,654

15,210

146,253

10,712

8,380

2,480

474,533
499,155

18,200

511,900
White

Black/ African
American

American Indian
and Alaska Native

Asian

Some other race Race Mentioned at
Least Once, 2000

Single Race, 2000

1990

  Population of 1 race 666,280 
  Population of 2 races 13,208 
  Population of 3 races 799 
  Population of 4 races 46 
  Population of 5 races 33 
  Population of 6 races 3 

  Total 680,369 

Diversity of Arkansas’ Child Population 

Child Population Growth by Race* 
Race Growth 

  White 5.2% 
  Black/ African American 3.3% 
  American Indian and Alaska Native 34.5% 
  Asian** 32.3% 
  Some other race 513.3% 

 
*This is the least growth in each of the racial groups because the measure uses just the single-

race population in 2000 and compares this to the 1990 population for each race. 
** For the purpose of comparison, the “Asian” and “Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Island-

ers” groups  are combined since they were grouped together in 1990. 
 

Multiracial and Ethnic Children 
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Black/ African American children constitute 21.5 per-
cent of Arkansas’ children. This population has wit-
nessed limited growth since the 1990 Census.  
 
The population of Black/ African American children 
continues to be significantly higher in the Delta —  
where more than 80 percent of this population live. 
More than half of the children in Crittenden, St. Fran-
cis, Monroe, Phillip, Lee, Chicot, Desha and Jeffer-
son counties are Black/ African American.  More 
than a quarter of the state’s Black/ African American 
children live in Pulaski County, which is also consid-
ered by the Census as part of the Delta.  
 
Sebastian, Washington and Crawford counties are 
the only counties in Northwest Arkansas where up to 
2 percent of their children are Black/ African Ameri-
can. The other northern and northwestern counties 
have less than 1 percent. 
 
* This analysis uses the population that selects “Black/ African Ameri-
can” at least once. 

Black/ African American Child Population 
  Race Number 

  African American only 140,943 
  African American + some other race 146,253 

Black/ African American Child Population* 

< 1.4% 

1.4% - 22% 

23% - 50% 

> 50% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 
Child Population* 

American Indian children constitute 1.6 percent of 
the total child population in Arkansas, a decided self-
reported increase since 1990. American Indian chil-
dren are concentrated in Northwest Arkansas —  
more than half of American Indian and Native Alas-
kan children in the state live in that region. Crawford 
County has the highest share of this population (5%). 
More that 3 percent of children in four other north-
western counties —  Benton, Sebastian, Sevier and 
Polk —  are American Indian and Alaska Native.  
 
* This analysis uses the population that selects “American Indian and 
Alaska Native” at least once. 

American Indian and Alaska Native  
Child Population 

  Race Number 
  American Indian and Alaska Native only 5,318 
  American Indian + some other race 10,712 

< 1.4% 

1.5% - 3% 

> 3% 



< 0.1% 

0.1% - 0.4% 

> 1% 

> 0.4% 

0.5% - 2% 

> 2% 
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Asian Child Population* 

Asian children make up 1.1 percent of all Arkansas 
children, according to the 2000 Census. Their com-
position across counties varies from 0.1 percent to 
4.7 percent in Sebastian County.  
 
Asian children make up less than 0.5 percent of chil-
dren in almost half of the state’s counties. Asian chil-
dren are represented in all regions of the state, al-
though higher percentages of the state’s Asian chil-
dren live in Northwest Arkansas. Pulaski County in 
Central Arkansas reports more than 1.5 percent of 
its children as Asians. 
 
* This analysis uses the population that selects “Asian” at least once. 

Asian Child Population 
  Race Number 

  Asian only 5,043 
  Asian + some other race 7,293 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
Child Population* 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander makes 
up 0.2 percent of Arkansas’ children. Ten counties 
do not report any Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander children living there. Eighteen other counties 
report less than 10 Native Hawaiian children living 
there, resulting in 0 percent of their child population.  
 
Only in Washington County do more than 1 percent 
of its children identify themselves as Native Hawaiian 
or Other Pacific Islander. Crawford, Pulaski and Ben-
ton counties are home to more than 60 percent of 
state’s Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
population. 
 
* This analysis uses the population that selects “Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander” at least once. 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
Child Population 

  Race Number 
  Native Hawaiian only 611 
  Native Hawaiian + some other race 1,087 



< 0.4% 

0.5% - 10.4% 

> 10.4% 
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Some Other Race Child Population* 

Almost 3 percent (2.7%) of Arkansans report their 
children to be Some Other Race from the more spe-
cific racial categories.  
 
At least one child in every county is considered to be 
Some Other Race. Only Yell and Sevier counties 
have children of Some Other Race composing more 
than 10.4 percent of their populations. Most other 
counties have between 0.5 percent and 10.4 percent. 
 
* This analysis uses the population that selects “Some Other Race” at 
least once. 

Some Other Race Child Population 
  Race Number 

  Some Other Race only 15,210 
  Some Other Race + other races 18,200 

Ethnic Hispanic Child Population 
Arkansas has recorded significant growth in its His-
panic population. The Hispanic child population has 
grown by 330 percent in the last decade. The 2000 
Census reports 32,016 Hispanic children in Arkan-
sas, comprising 4.7 percent of the total child popula-
tion.  Hispanic child populations increased in all 
counties except Lee. 
 
In 1990, 17 counties were above the state average 
(1.2%) proportion of Hispanic children. In 2000, 12 
counties had Hispanic child populations above the 
state average (4.7%); Hispanic children constitute a 
significant percentage of the child population in most 
of these counties.  
 
Fifteen counties recorded more than the average 
state increase (330%),  with some —  such as Car-
roll, Yell and Scott —  recording more than a 1,000 
percent growth in their Hispanic child population.  
 
Other counties with more than a 330 percent in-
crease in their Hispanic child population are Benton, 
Washington, Johnson, Hempstead, Pike, Howard, 
Sevier, Sebastian, Woodruff, Dallas, Lonoke and 
Montgomery. Most of these counties are in West Ar-
kansas.  
 
 

< 4.7% 

> 4.7% 

Hispanic Child Population 

< State Average 

> State Average 

Growth in Hispanic Child Population 
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